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Program Summary 

The Spanish Program is part of the Foreign Language Program.  The Foreign Language Program seeks to 
develop proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing a second language, and to introduce the 
student to the literature and civilization of another country in order to broaden his/her perspective and 
increase his/her understanding and sensitivity of a foreign culture. Graduates may enter careers in 
international business, education, the tourism and hospitality industries, and government service. The 

 

Bachelor of Arts in Spanish requires 32 credits. The Spanish Minor requires 12 credits.  The Spanish 
Education Major is located in the Education Department.   

 
Faculty 

Spanish Faculty include one tenured and two fixed-term. One fixed-term will not be renewed after Fiscal 
Year 2011. 
 
This proposal recommends that the Spanish major and Spanish Education major be 
discontinued, and the Spanish minor be redesigned and continued.  No faculty 
would be retrenched. 
 

 
Statistical Profile / Synopsis 

The attached documents include: Instructional Cost Study data, five-year enrollments, number of majors 
by department, degrees awarded, College Now data, Liberal Arts Curriculum (LAC) numbers, faculty 
salaries without summer session, and re-assigned time. Total headcount in Spanish courses without 
College Now in  academic year 2006 was 345; in 2011 the number was 214.   
 
Per the Instructional Cost Study, the cost of lower-division instruction in the Foreign Language Program 
has declined from $4,186 per FYE in FY 06 (the MnSCU System average was $2,118) to $4,081 in FY 09 
(the MnSCU System average was $2,191; these numbers do not include College Now).  Over the same 
period, the total loss within the allocation model for the Program in lower-division courses went from 
$81,376 to $56,025.  With College Now factored in the Program gains in the allocation model. 
 
Upper-division courses went from a cost of $5,082 per FYE in FY 06 (the MnSCU System average was 
$2,834) to $3,654 in FY 09 (the MnSCU System average was $2,999).  Over the same period, the total 
loss within the allocation model for the Program in upper-division courses moved from $20,039 to 
$2,972; again, these numbers do not include College Now. 
 
Spanish has 12 declared majors as of Fall 2010 of which 4 are seniors and zero are juniors.  There were 2 
Spanish degrees and 1 Spanish Education degree awarded in 2010. There are two courses in the Liberal 
Arts Curriculum. 
 

 
Relevant System Data 

SMSU is one of six four-year state institutions that offer a degree in Spanish. 
 
 



 
Rationale  

The five-year enrollment/fiscal data provided in the accompanying documents, staffing needs, current 
budget realities and the need to reallocate resources for maximum service to students and their 
continued success, have led to the proposal to discontinue the Spanish and Spanish Education majors. 
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